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Dick Whittington and his Cat

Director David Pibworth, Musical Director Tim Brewster
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So wedr e WCara Exclmmge this €hristmas, and this year we have an excit-
ing new panto, Dick Whittington and his Cat.

Wedbve got a new direct or -earsedbreak Hyget@ankstoon t akes &
Jenny for her brilliant efforts getting us wher e
be a Bedford Pantomime Company.

I f you were invol ved wbhavidhPibwerthlagst year
t he Demon but hebés not just a fine acto
director of pantomime and comedy with the Milton Keynes Theatre of

Comedy (among other societies). Webre r
as our director this year and wedre sur
with him.

Wedre del i ght edTimBrewstel asdloseal Diractok

®% Tim was a huge part of our success last year and his calmness and

B professionalism gives us huge confidence for 2009.

Webdbve still got many production roles t

the fun in any capacity please get in touch.
Preparation, Auditions and Rehearsal dates -

Preparations

(SBL:Q\(/j:yBZJJPO%ep,\';(?(rzgeibzl\.lOOpm,The Allen Club, Hurst Dick Whittington Show Dates
Tuesday 29th September, 7.30pm,The Guild House, Sun 27 December Dress Rehearsal
Harpur Street, Bedford, MK40 2QT Mon 28 December 2pm  6pm

Tue 29 December 2pm  6pm
Auditions Wed 30 December 2pm  6pm
Sunday 4th October, 2.00pm,The Allen Club l:u fﬂaDr?lf;rr;ber ggm gp?n

Sat 2 January 2pm 80

We have roles for all ages so if you want to have a go
come along to the preparations and find out what

Thereb6s a slight change from | ast year with rehe
days) at the Guild House and Sunday afternoons as before at the Allen Club.

Check out the show dates and, if youdbre free, coc

Any guestions please call Richard Moon on 01234 771418, 07748 183080,
email richard@bedfordpanto.info



Chairmanbdés R-8
Since taking over as Chairman
it has not only been a year of
change, a year of challenges
and a year of hard work but
also a year of success. | think
everyone involved in the panto
should feel happy with what
they have achieved. | would
especially like to thank every
member of the committee who,
I know, put in 110% effort and
S0 much time.

It has been hard work dealing
with a new venue, different
people and all that entailed but
we succeeded in putting on our biggest show
in every way so far. This was only possible
because of the special committee we have,
the way we have all worked together, each
bringing his or her own skills and enthusiasm
that have driven us all to produce even
greater work than we have before. The com-
mittee is such a pleasure to be a part of and |
would like to thank them for their support,
encouragement and helping me grow both
as a person and as a theatre practitioner.

This coming year will be another time of
change and challenges with a slightly differ-
ent committee set-up, a different director and
hopefully an even better show. However, it
seems we are all pulling in the same direc-
tion to provide Bedford with the sort of tradi-
tional, fun and quality panto we and its peo-
ple deserve, that we see in other large towns
all over Britain.

We should be proud of our achievements so
far but | don't think we can sit back on our
laurels and let slip any of the hard work we
have done in the last three years.

During my year as chairman | have had the
pleasure, and emotion, of visiting the two
charities we have supported and seeing
where the money we raise goes and how it is
used..Other than actually being in the panto
this is probably the best thing | have had to
do while representing the panto company
and is the greatest reward | could have had
for the work | have put in.

Keech Cottage Children's
Hospice, last year, was a
fantastic if emotional place to
visit and this year Pauline
and | went to Autism Bed-
fordshire for the big cheque
hand over. It was a lovely
sunny day when we went to
their LOAF (Loads Of Autism
Fun) morning, this is both a
support and fun social event
for the kids with autism, their
parents and their siblings, it
is also just a chance for peo-
ple to be together and not
feel in any way alone. It
turned out that Pauline and |
knew people there both some of the families
and also some of the support volunteers.

| think Autism Bedfordshire was a good
choice as charity because finding out that the
money we raised not only goes to such an
inspirational and hard working organisation
but also helps people we actually know and
care about. The people there were so
friendly, interesting as well as grateful and |
personally had a great time playing with the
children and their families, at times climbing
aboard a big see-saw and ending up having
a kick-about with a football. So instead of
coming away with an emotional and heavy
heart, like | did when leaving Keech Hospice,
| left Autism Bedfordshire LOAF morning
with a warm glow and smile that stayed with
me all day.

Once again | would just like to give a huge
thank you to everyone who gave me support
in the past year , everyone who came to see
Aladdin and absolutely everyone who was
involved . | hope to see you all at this years
panto.

Lastly | would like to wish good luck and
give support to Annette Hickey who is taking
over the reins this year.

Jon West



2008 Charity

. provides wonderful support for chil-
=L dren with Autistic Spectrum Disor-
1 ders and their families.
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Well done to everyone involved !
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NEW Bursary scheme .

The committee decided to put £1000 into a bursary scheme for 2009.

This scheme will allow us to award small grants to members of The Bedford Pantomime Company to be used for edu-

cation and training within the dramatic arts.

To qualify you must be an active member of the BPC. The money can be used to support course fees, books, travel

and accommodation expenses for any course related to the dramatic arts..

Applications will be considered in confidence by The Bedford Pantomime Company Bursary Sub Committee,
Applications will not be means tested.
It is envisaged that awards will be used towardspayment for courses etc. This is because any bursary awarded to
you may be only part of the total amount requested.
Bursaries will not be paid for courses already started (modular courses may be viewed differently). This rule is
waived for 2009, due to delayed start of new Bursary scheme.
The Bedford Pantomime Committee will NOT require successful applicants to give a future commitment to The
Bedford Pantomime Company.
There will be no restrictions on the number of times an individual can make an application for a bursary.
Payment may be made directly to an educational institution where appropriate.
Timetable
Application deadline:- Please contact Annette Hickey on 01234 772766 immediately, Annette will send you a form
to complete and full details of the scheme. Your application must be sent to Annette by 3™ July 2009.
Your committee
Itdos become a BPC tradition that the chaljir star
hugely successful chairmanship and welcome Annette -we 6 r e expect| ng gr e
things!
Chair Annette Hickey email : annette@bedfordpanto.info
Treasurer Richard Moon  email : richard@bedfordpanto.info
Secretary Pauline Corbyn email : pauline@bedfordpanto.info
Committee members
Jenny Curzon, Jon West, Terri Kell, Mick Coy
I f youob6d |ike to be added to the mailing |ist for Pant

772509 or email richard@bedfordpanto.info

Check the website for news - www.bedfordpanto.info - and on facebook (search for Bedford Pantomime Com-

pany)



